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IH'mODUCTION 

It has been felt f or srme tir:Je b~r membeTs of Council that some means 
should be provided to help 118\', members and "'.:Jeginners to conchology, to put 
members in touch ,,7it.h oc:ch other c:nd to ,.~i:culQte noter; and observations of 
interest and value . 

In an endeavclu:r to fulfil ther, e need c~ ) the Council is producing this 
NEWSLETTER for COlltrihut~oES not intenl~_2d for :9(:' ~':1l1:~n(mt record. It is hoped 
to pr0vide in tr, ·, d'._lCtory 8TticI0S fJui Jcable f(n'beginners; note~l on techniques; 
articles relating to the hi2t O:t~l of concholog;:r; I'sports on current concholog­
ica.l progress; book r eVi 8\'lS; repor ts a[,d n otices of the Society! s field meet­
ings and of the talks at ~ndoor mee tings. Collectors' experiences, such as 
the one appearing below, can be of much interest , even if written by people 
who do not consider t hetse lv0 s sc~e~tifically ~inded. 

It i s also hopod to a(veTtisa col lectors ' requ~ rements in books or 
specimens and r eques-cs faT cor:r2:JpOEct':m-Ls o~:' exchange m·g,tex'Hl.l. It may, 
lat er, be nec essary to c:')arg~ El. s::lall fo e for such insertions. 

It is intended to circulate thp. NEV'SLE'f'l'I:R -.'r i thout charge to members. 
Its success and frequc3ncy of issue ':[ i_11 (:epenrJ on Y01':'l' support and your 
1.vri tten contributions EtT 8 cordially -: 'ri ~ ed. 'They should be sent to }'Jr. IvI. 
Goodchild, to whom the COll:,,-c~l 8Xp-~2sse s th--,ir GT2. t. 2i'u l thc.nks for kindly 
undertaking the compi l8.t~c~l of t he N~wGlet ter. 

The JOURNAL OF CO:NCBOLOGY l!i ll, of cours e l continue to be the Society's 
scientific publication. THE CONCHOLCGICAL NE\'iSI,I::'J'TER SHOULD NOT BE REGARDED 
AS A SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATICN FOR BISLIOGRAPHIC PlJl1POSES. 

CoP. Cjl..~;r"CIL , 

T. E. CRO\"LJ~Y, 

PRESIDENT. 
HON. SECRETARY. 



by E . Robson, M.P.S. , Ph . C., Nairobi 

The b e st vray to te ll you about our coast is to take you with me, out to 
the Re ef . There are many inez:pen s i'.'e "beach -cottage - ho t e ls" available along 
the coast-line of Kcnya:.-her8 '{le can vrai 'G 1;.ntil t l,e tide begins to uncover 
the reef. This i s only half a mile aVJa:" and wc could go out by canoe, but 
the best nay is to b e independent and to Y[ado and s'!fim out in tennis s hoes, 
an old pair of pyjamas over a s-·eim f.~ui t, and a beret or an old Yfa terpolo cap. 
The equipment needed is a knife, a hooked rod fer pul l i ng over lumps of coral, 
a nylon mesh bag ",nich hangs from a '.7ai st b elt, a sponge bag for the smaller 
specimens, and snorkel and goge-le s for Ullder- 1:ra tor hunting. 

Octopus a bound bllt are not l a r ge enou gh t o hurt you; your only dangers 
are sea-urchin spikes and the stone-fi:oh (,.'Thich i s v8ry rare and need not 
deter you). St:;'ng rays vli11 fl ee c-illd eels ':; ill attack only if provoked. 
Sharks on the far side of t he r e ef are often cur ious , but they aro a lso 
nervous and leave one 1'10 11 alone. 

The first shells to "be f01L'ld 8,re the CD:§..,?.:i.. s ~'ufus or helme t shells lying 
in the pools or on t::18 r oe f. Undor ,:atel', o8,ch knob on the periphery shine s 
up, r e fl ec ting different sbades of y ollo;7 , Ted rmd purple, and thi s helps you 
to spot them. As you ge t ,your ' eye in', you b cgi~l t o find spe cimens of the 
Lambis genus, fi::rst the huge ones Fl.nd then the ssall(3r kinds. Others which 
come wi thout much trou-~'18 include Strom1:u,;" <:'-1 ':>:0.2:':'2, 1',hai:J', CIEmculu8, Gemmicul a 
the 'strawberry shall' 1 topsL.: ll s TTL~::bine1-1 :: rIn.a) and seve r a l Cones inc luding 
Q. textile, g20graD~l1lS , li tor f).tus, ' }:1.{ :t1:~l:i::.l.!.~J:.!::~ 1 viL ':-Q., [md many others only 
s lightly r 8,rer. A f.:cl.ir so l cc ti on of Ol:':.ye~,? E2,l -io0,~, IiI\J:rex j Tun-shells, and 



two varieties at least of the beautiful Harp shells 2.re soon found. One soon 
becomes very choosey and selects only first-class specimens, especially as 
they all have to bo carried several miles Rlong the reef preparatory to a 
swim to shore. 

The cowries you '::ill usually find underneath tho coral lumps, which hFlVe 
to be turned over for the purpose. Undor red coral you may find Cypraea 
cribraria cribraria, the other sub-species f. £. terejl, and f. chinensis, all 
of which have scp~rlet anims.ls. C. stolidp, is very rare here, in f ,"wt I have 
found only one to date; f. arg~s-(the pheasant), f. punctata and f. tcstudinaria 
(the tortoise ), also neod a long search. On the other ha.nd you Vlould be un­
lucky if on your first day you cculd not find f. moneta ) f. annulus, C. 
hel~eola, (the star cowrie), f. lyn~, f. carneq)ys, f. yi!.,ellu.§., and f· 
tigrinus; less common a.1'O C. ccurra, C. mFLuritiana,::cnd C. erronea. We have 
in all Flbcut for ty five kn;\m cm-!rie 8 -;3-U-of \·7:'1.ich I ha;o found at one time 
or anotlle:r. I should mention in this cormGction that my cLildren are all 
expert swimmers Emu we stay in th,::; \7i'.. tor for hours at 8. time - the temperature 
is usually about 80 0 f:' - DO that ',',0 hn,vE-; everyt.hing in cur favour for collect­
ing. Haturall;)" all the specir18ns 8.re in beautiful cOYLdition and nmke a 
brilliant display in a collection. Until onc has soen perfect specimens in 
their natural habitat, or has ac,oss to an unusually fine museum, :it is diffi­
cul t to appreciate fully v:-hn. t these fine shells can and should look like. 

I find the,t many experts, Ylho kno'!! far morc about. she lls than I do, boil 
or soak theiJ.' cm'fries instead of 2.1101'!inC fli es +;0 bre(~d mRggots in them to 
rot the flesh. The shell s hould be l e ft in the shade f or a clay or tVlO, when 
the flie s will have laid their eggs. Tl18 sholls should. then be put in tins 
vri th 12yers of sand 8.~d tapc c!. up for tV.iO or three "!Ccks. In the tropics this 
system is easy a nd perfect, and when the tins qrc opened (with averted nostrils), 
and the shells 8re -;m.shed un<ier a g::.rdcm tap, they will 1)8 found perfectly 
clean. The Ca.~is_, 1aI]lbis EQld simili=l,r generq also rospond to this treatment, 
v/hich leaves t~le brillhmt surfC'.co in perfect condi tion, 1mt cones and top­
shells arc differ u t and you hC'le to l',e cc.reful to rot them thoroughly. 

Larnb is p e.n e llis n.nd the Tri tons "u'e h% of the most shO'.vy of our shells. 
The former can groy! to te:.l inches in length, and Uw Tri ton 1 onc of the most. 
beautifully coloured 3r:Q pact.eoYTlcd shells in the 1'101'10", vlill groy! to eighteen 
inches and more · 

The currents ,'1,n rl the fr a sh vle.tor sprir:.gs have a lot to do vJi th tho reef 
life and each mile of coastal re e f seCDS difforent fro~ the next; a poor reef 
often lies next to a good O~G, and the tine of month ::.nd state of the tides 
are important in timing y ovr visit. Zanzibar is a goad ~rGa , but most of the 
specimens are f01.'-11 1 in s;w.llo'!f '!!c::. ter at 1Q1.', tide; tho lovely reefs at HombasE'. 
are the fines t of c~ll, and thce €' l!avo furni 8~F) d I:lO st of the shells in my 
collection. 

I:Jalking along Torqufty Rand) rl'o royny, S. Dovon in ttlE' vicinity of Corbyn 
Head on the eveninG' of 26 th . July 1958, in conpany riith my wi fe a~d daughter, 
I looked over the cliff vrall to the' Livermoad S2,nds a.nd Er'.VI seven HaemotOJRlS 
ostralegus (Oyster-c2.tche rc) running a bout the lo\'.' fl at topped sandstone rocks 
below. A li ttl e v' e e<1 p.nd Cl f8,ir- numr)er of Pat e lla vulgccta coul cl be seen 
EL ttached to the sides of the rock s , rrh ich 'Here di v ic1_e d.-by narrow gulleys. The 
birds \'fere either in pairs or singly, and the ir 2.ntics seoDed comical to watch. 

The rock nearest to Wo was occupied by 9. single Oyster-c8,tcher, the bird 
would run across the rock vraggling i is he ad e nd making Ft. r a the r Ion ls"Utt e ral 
call like 'Klecp Kleep'. Near the e dge of the rock the bird would stop abrupt­
ly, turn and run in the oppos i t.e direction, then vihen n8 FtY the edge of the 
rock it would [\W1.in stop abruptl;'l, and \'Ti th n. quick thrus t of its beak 'lIoula 
knock a limpet into tho shn,llo'J '!!".tcr. It VInS (1uickly retri eved and carried 
n.pex downw2.rds and placed on the rock, The bird w'ould th811 secure the mellusc 
wi th its left foot J ,'j,l1l1 proceed to peck the licpet from its shell. The 
operation of d evouring the nol lusc was quickly ~ccomplished, whon the bird 
would start its antics fCgain. \112 say.' the 1)i TCl[~ 88curo r. good number of 
Fa tella in thi s 1,';ay. 



l<'IBLD iiLEETHTG HELl) NOVEliiBER 27th. 1960 

Five members att2nded the excursion to Sax Hill, Surrey. They were ex­
tremely relieved to find t~at tho water level of the River Mole, after the 
recent flood, ':[''J.S quite 10':f, and none of the Cl.reas in which they "ranted to 
colloc t V!8rc uncccr '.'TCl. 'c e r. 

Field colle cting WilS carried out in the following localities:-
(1) Along the wooded wes t bfmk of the River i'.101e, just to the north of the 
stepping stones (51/174515). Molluscs were found in areas of leaf litter and 
ivy \7hi::;h covorod t he ground. 
(2) At the foot of the steop oh8.1k escU'pment, where the dense Dogv!ood. scrub 
changes to grA. ssl[1.n(~) ,:mu in a deep crater-like depression (51/175516) nearby. 
In the Dogwood 1111 the: sn2,ils and slugs v!oro collecte C'. from the ground surface, 
which consisted. of it broken l p-yeT of chlllk chips covcrr::ld I'[i th mosses; adj oining 
this was a n erp[~nse 0: b~:'assland with 11 smal l overgrcvln d.i tch, in which Azeca 
goodalli occurred with o t~er specie s more characteristic of grassland.. At the 
bottom of the crater th,3rc ,,[ere et large number of logs scattered amongst the 
leaf litter. 
(3) Our final collecting locality Vias on the downs at the top of the escarp­
ment, just below S&lomon's memorial (51/178514). Hero the majority of 
specimens vrore take n at t he bas e ef the; gras ::.; utClllS and in the moss layer. 

The t able b810'.'[ records tleo ciistrioution of t he r:lOlluscan species found 
on t~is excursion:- (sc c n ext pago ) 

Th.::; irrportant f ep.. t urc s ef tl~is table arc the high r e lative abundance of 
speci e s of slugs (2Cr~) '.1.nd Zoni tid cl.C (21%), R...'1d the absonce of living 
specioens of the largo he licids, which vlOulc. h'3.ve bo en hib ernating. J .F.P. 



BRIEF NOTES 

1. The attention of ITemb oT s i s drawn to the list of avai l o.ble publications 
on the back covor of the -ournal. The \iinck'.'l orth List of British Marine 
I'!lollusco. is nov! off erod e. t 23 . 6(L a:nd the a c.dcmdum, reprinted from the 
Journa l, Vol. 23 , rro . 5, v.'hich brines the li st up to date, i s now availabl e 
at 2s. 3d.. (Le ss nem"ber' s discount in f~ a.c h co..so) . 

2 . Among b ooks rec ently viri tten by memb c:2's is 'Orknoy Shore I by Rob ert 
Rendal l, vlhich doals with local nature records and biogr.'l.phical notes on 
Orkney marine no.tur alists, 

3, Imy menb ers int e rc> s te (~ in the E'!!1.rinc; mo llusca Africa 'Nould '02 
we ll a dvi sed to consider ~ oining the Concholog ica l 
De tails a r e avo..il a bl:.:;Cro;;] l:Tr. D. E . Kenn c lly, 
The Society issues at in ~ 2rvnls n nes t a ttractivo a n d well-produc e d circular 
to memb ers. 

4 . A cert if icate of Prof i ciEmcy in Na t urc.l Hi s tory is n.v a ilable through the 
Univer s ity of London . Thi s i nvolves a diTected cours e: of private reading a t 
homo, att8nd[;mce a t a practical course a t P, Field CentTe and an a pproved plan 
o f fiel d-;r ork . It i s cl c s i grwd ooth fo r te 8.ch e r s a nd for o..nybody interE)sted in 
the study of livinG things, 

Details are availablc~ from tho Se cre tary, Natural Hi s tory Certifi cate 
Course , Department of Extr'c-·Hur a l Studies 9 Uni v 8r si t y of London , Sena t e 
House , Vi.C.l. 

5. The f ol lowi ng gcntl oTI~~ writes that he h a s for s a l e a 
Au s tralian shell n with localiti~ G 

tion. Prof. B. Kqspiaw, 

6 . One of our ;:1c ;';l-b e l',c~ l Hiss A. H. So.unders , 
x: i s tIw possessor of a TIuseur.1 

. v!hichshe opens to t h s public i n a id of hancUcapped pe oplc. The d. ispl a.y 
includcs sone I'cmo.r kabl e f.p:J ciman ::: 9 r-tnd 8..11 TIGJ"1.1)crs por e rec ommended to pay 
it a visit when i n t t c l oc a lity. 

r.1011U 8CL1 UTC rfc queste d by Ing. Giu seppe 
in , xc:,ang-0 f or Italian spec inens . 



SPECIES LOCALITY ;::iPECIES LOCALITY 

____ ~2:~i3 _~ 1/213 
P_o_ill_a_h _' as_ e_l_e_ga_n_s_ (Mtlller ) ___ __ !D _ I Ca rychiur.! tridenta tun (Risso )--fi 
Succinea pfeifferi RossDEl.ssler ID. Azeca goodalli (Fe russac) L 

Cochlicopa lubricell~ 1
_--1--- -

D D Pupilla muscorum (L.) D L 
---

Vnllonia costata (rJlHl e r) L IL Ena obscura (l1ttller) D 
-- --r ' ---1------ -- -------------+-1----

MarpG s sa 1 amina ta (Hion tagu ) ID L-_-l-_C_l_a_u_s_i _l _i _R._ b_i_d_G_n_t_2_" t_<_"'_ (_s_t __ r_tl_Q_) ____ +_D+-__ _ 
._----- ------- -----!~ 

Ceciliodes acicula (lillllcr) D Ari anta nrbustorum (1.) D 

KEY: 1 Living specimens, D DCA.cl shells 

EDITORIAL NOTE: ]iL Goodchilcl 

This is the first issue of the "C. N. II 
- R sort of speciDen copy. Now it is up 

to you readers. It is hoped to get contributions from people whose names do not 
normally appear in the "J. C" ., but 'Hho have news to co!"J.r.1unica tc::. Any COIYiCm ts a no_ 
suggested inclusions are ';..'elcoQe c~. PropoSGd articles include a series on famous 
collectors, in troduc tions to different gene rA. (exotic a nd British) riJ1d an account 
of an unusually productive garden, the last by 8. non-meDbcr. The n ext issue is 
planned for late summer e:md is hoped to bo tv.'ic e thG size of this issue, so plee,se 
take up your pens and st2.rt '.'!ri ting; 
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