
1147

©The authors. This work is freely available under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International licence (CC BY 4.0).

 Journal of ConchologyVol. 45, no. 6

Published by the Conchological Society of Great Britain and Ireland, established 1874

ISSN 2755-3531 

The type locality and the lectotype of Strombus lambis Linnaeus, 1758 
(Caenogastropoda: Strombidae)

Gijs C. Kronenberg1, Ruud A. Bank2 & Ulrich Wieneke3

1 Research associate, Naturalis Biodiversity Center, P.O. Box 9517, NL-2300 RA Leiden, The Netherlands
2 Chopinlaan 21, NL-9603 AM Hoogezand, The Netherlands

3 Hagener Straβe 18a, D-82418 Murnau, Germany
Corresponding author: G.C. Kronenberg (gijs.kronenberg@naturalis.nl)

Abstract. The lectotype for the nominal taxon Strombus lambis Linnaeus, 1758 was incorrectly designated twice. The 
shell G-M 0010148 present in the Linnean Society of London was designated as lectotype by Dekkers & Maxwell 
(2022). Four years later, Dekkers & Vink (2026) invalidly designated as lectotype the shell illustrated in Rumphius 
(1705) in plate 35, figure E. The type locality of Strombus lambis is “O[ceanus]. Asiae” (Linnaeus 1758), not Ambon.
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Introduction
The nominal taxon Strombus lambis Linnaeus, 1758 is an 
iconic species first figured in one of the first natural his-
tory encyclopedias (Rondelet 1555: 79) and many subse-
quent books, both popular and scientific, as well as in many 
articles. Strombus lambis is the type species of the genus 
Lambis Röding, 1798 by tautonymy. Abbott (1961), who 
discussed this taxon at length, did not designate a lectotype 
from the syntype series. The first lectotype designation 
was only recently done by Dekkers & Maxwell (2022), but 
subsequently, another specimen (Dekkers & Vink 2026) 
was also selected as the lectotype. This paper addresses the 
possible confusion that may arise from these contradicting 
designations.

Linnaeus’s Syntypes
Linnaeus described Strombus lambis in 1758 in the tenth edi-
tion of the Systema Naturae (species 425 on page 743) and 
gave the locality as “O[ceanus]. Asiae”. He characterised this 
species in a single sentence and referred to figures published 
in six different books, including figures E and F on plate 35 
of Rumphius (1705). The Linnaean collection (Burlington 
House, London) has four syntypes that were identified by S. 
Peter Dance in 1963 (Figs 1, 2).

In the accompanying note (Linnean Collections), Dance 
wrote:

I have isolated two shells, each of them marked ‘493’. 
They are both (Box One) specimens of Lambis lambis 
of authors and, using the criteria laid down by Abbott 
(Indo-Pacific Moll. 1961 Lambis), both shells are 
the male form. In fact Abbott concludes that Linne’s 
description was founded upon a male specimen. The 
smaller, more perfect shell could be made lectotype. I 
have isolated two other shells (Box Two) each marked 
‘493’. One is the very young stage (body whorl only) 
of Lambis lambis and the other is the similar stage of 
Lambis chiragra (forma rugosa) i.e. male form.

Indeed, two of these specimens (Fig. 1) are adult shells, 
and two others (Fig. 2) are juveniles, one of them instead 
being a juvenile specimen of Strombus chiragra Linnaeus, 
1758, currently Harpago chiragra (Linnaeus, 1758) (Fig. 2C).

The type series of Strombus lambis consists of the spec-
imens that were available to Linnaeus in his private collec-
tion (now housed in London, UK), the shells figured in the 
books he referred to, and the Linnaean specimens now kept 
in the Museum of Evolution, Uppsala, Sweden. All these 
shells are to be considered syntypes. This is confirmed by 
the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (Inter-
national Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 1999), 
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Figure 1. Lambis spp. A, Lambis lambis (Linnaeus, 1758), lectotype of Strombus lambis, designated by Dekkers & Maxwell (2022), actual 
size (measured from the tip of the first digit to tip of anterior canal) c. 115 mm. B, Lambis sp., paralectotype of S. lambis, actual size (mea-
sured from the tip of the first short digit to tip of broken off anterior canal) c. 100 mm. C, accompanying labels written by S. Peter Dance 
in 1963. Photographs © Ulrich Wieneke.



Kronenberg et al.: Type locality and lectotype of Strombus lambis�   1149

Article 72.4.1, “The type series of a nominal species-group 
consists of all the specimens included by the author in the 
new nominal taxon (whether directly or by bibliographic 
reference)”.  The concept of selecting a holotype from 
among multiple specimens in the original publication was 
unknown in the time of Linnaeus (and long thereafter), and 
holotypes only existed where the original description made 
clear that it was based on a single specimen. To unambig-
uously fix the identity of a nominal taxon, a lectotype can 
be selected from the syntypes. This is governed by Article 
74.1.1, “The valid designation of a lectotype fixes the sta-
tus of the specimen as the sole name-bearing type of that 
nominal taxon; no later designation of a lectotype has any 
validity”. It should further be noted that “the type locality 
is the place of origin of the lectotype” (Article 73.2.3) and 

that “The place of origin of the lectotype becomes the type 
locality of the nominal species-group taxon, despite any 
previously published statement of the type locality” (Arti-
cle 76.2).

Type Locality
Abbott (1961: 153), in his monograph of the genus Lambis 
in the Indo-Pacific, mentioned under the heading “Types” 
the following:

Hanley (1855, p. 267) states that a specimen like 
that figured in Sowerby’s Thesaurus Conch., vol. 1, 
pl. 1, fig. 5 is marked as lambis in the Linnaean col-
lection in London. From that figure and from Linné’s 
description it appears that this species was founded 

Figure 2. A, Lambis sp., juvenile, paralectotype of S. lambis, actual size 68 mm. B, Harpago chiragra (Linnaeus, 1758), juvenile, paralecto-
type of S. lambis, actual size 44.7 mm. C, accompanying labels written by S. Peter Dance in 1963. Photographs © Ulrich Wieneke.
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upon a male specimen. We restrict the type locality to 
Amboina, Indonesia.

Dodge (1956: 251) mentioned that “A specimen of 
lambis is found properly marked in the Linnaean collection 
in London”. Unfortunately, neither Hanley, nor Abbott, nor 
Dodge selected a lectotype for Strombus lambis from the 
potential syntypes. Therefore, the restriction of Ambon as 
type locality for Strombus lambis by Abbott is invalid, as it is 
not in compliance with Article 73.2.3.

Lectotype Designations
Dekkers & Maxwell (2022: 394) designated a lectotype for 
Strombus lambis, a specimen present in the Linnean collec-
tion in London:

… the material was compared with the syntypes of 
Lambis lambis (G-M 0010148 Strombus lambis, fig-
ure 1 [A], here refigured Fig. 1) and Lambis millepeda 
(G-M 0010272 Strombus millepeda, figure 1 [B]) from 
the Linnean Collection, London, and the illustrated 
examples of each species (figure 1) are selected from 
the collection’s syntypes and herein designated as the 
lectotypes for each species.

The caption of figure 1 in the 2022 paper is as follows:

Figure 1: Lectotypes from the Linnean Collection, 
London: A) Lambis lambis (Linné, 1758) (G-M 
0010148 Strombus lambis); B) Lambis millepeda (Linné, 
1758) (G-M 0010272 Strombus millepeda) (https://
www.linnean.org/research-collections/linnaean-
collections).

Unfortunately, a locality is not mentioned on the label that 
is associated with the selected lectotype. Linnaeus (1758: 
743) reported the species from “O[ceanus]. Asiæ”.

Subsequently, Dekkers & Vink (2026: 247) again des-
ignated a lectotype for Strombus lambis, i.e., the specimen 
illustrated in Rumphius (1705: pl. 35 fig. E). As the desig-
nation of a lectotype first took place in 2022, and the speci-
men designated by Dekkers & Maxwell (2022) is generally 
agreed upon that it is one of the syntypes of Strombus lambis, 
the designation by Dekkers & Maxwell (2022) is deemed 
the valid designation. The subsequent designation by Dek-
kers & Vink (2026) of another specimen as the lectotype is 
not valid as it conflicts with Article 74.1.1.

Therefore, the lectotype of Strombus lambis Linnaeus, 
1758, currently known as Lambis lambis (Linnaeus, 1758), 
is the specimen present in the Linnean collection, G-M 
0010148, and not the specimen illustrated in figure E of 
Rumphius’ plate 35. Furthermore, Dekkers & Vink (2026) 

considered Ambon to be the type locality of Strombus 
lambis, as Ambon is linked to the specimen of fig. E of plate 
35 provided by Rumphius (i.e. the invalid lectotype). Their 
restriction of the type locality to Ambon is invalid, as such 
information is lacking in the case of the first lectotype selec-
tion, and does not comply with Article 76.2.

Discussion and Conclusions
The first lectotype designation for Strombus lambis Lin-
naeus, 1758 (Dekkers & Maxwell, 2022) remains valid 
as it meets the requirements of the ICZN (1999). The 
restrictions of the type locality by Abbott (1961) and by 
Dekkers & Vink (2026) are invalid, the provenance being 
“O[ceanus]. Asiae”.  The specimen must have been collected 
somewhere within the supposed range of the species, i.e. 
between eastern Africa, Fiji and Japan. The precise type 
locality is unknown.

Acknowledgements
We thank Thomas Pape, Natural History Museum Den-
mark, for advice. Alan Kabat and Francisco Welter-Schul-
tes are acknowledged for their constructive comments that 
helped to improve the manuscript.

References
Abbott RT. 1961. The genus Lambis in the Indo-Pacific. Indo- 

Pacific Mollusca 1 (3): 147–174.
Dekkers AM, Maxwell SJ. 2022. A new endemic species of 

Lambis Röding, 1798 from the Philippines (Mollusca: Neo
stromboidae: Strombidae). European Journal of Applied Sci-
ences 10 (1): 393–400. doi: 10.14738/aivp.101.11712

Dekkers AM, Vink RJ. 2026. On Lambis lambis (Linnaeus, 
1758) from the type locality (Indonesia, Ambon) and the 
recognition of Lambis camelus ( J.E. Gray in King, 1826) (Gas-
tropoda, Strombidae). Acta Malacologica Inquisitionis 2 (3): 
244–262.

Dodge H. 1956. A historical review of the mollusks of Linnaeus. 
Part 4. The genera Buccinum and Strombus of the class Gastrop-
oda. Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History 111 
(3): 155–312.

Hanley S. 1855. Ipsa Linnaei Conchylia. The Shells of Linnaeus, De-
termined from His Manuscripts and Collections. Williams & Nor-
gate, London 556 pp, pls 1–5. doi: 10.5962/bhl.title.11868

International Commission on Zoological Nomencla-
ture (1999) International Code of Zoological Nomenclature. 
Fourth Edition. International Trust for Zoological Nomencla-
ture, London, xxix + 306 pp.

Linnaeus C. 1758. Systema Naturae per Regna tria Naturae, secun-

https://www.linnean.org/research-collections/linnaean-collections
https://www.linnean.org/research-collections/linnaean-collections
https://www.linnean.org/research-collections/linnaean-collections
https://doi.org/10.14738/aivp.101.11712
https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.title.11868


Kronenberg et al.: Type locality and lectotype of Strombus lambis�   1151

dum classes, ordines, genera, species, cum characteribus, differentiis, 
synonymis, locis. Editio decima, reformata. Tomus 1. Animalia.  
Laurentii Salvii, Holmiae, iii + 824 pp. doi: 10.5962/bhl.title. 
542

Linnaean Collections Eds. 2026. The Linnean Society. 
Strombus lambis (LINN 423). https://linnean.access.preser 
vica.com/uncategorized/IO_378659af-03aa-4486-8a62-bee 
3c445c6c0/. Accessed on 2026-08-22.

Rondelet, G. 1554–1555. Libri de piscibus marinis, in quibus ve-
rae piscium effigesgies expressae sunt. …. Matthias Bonhomme, 
Lugdunum (Lyon), 1554: 14 + 583 + 23 pp.; 1555: 10 + 242 
+ 9 pp.

Rumphius GE. 1705. D’Amboinsche rariteitkamer, behelzende eene 
beschrijvinge van allerhande zoo weeke als harde Schaalvissen, te 

weeten raare Krabben, Kreeften, en diergelijke Zeedieren, als mede 
allerhande Hoorntjes en Schulpen, die men in d’Amboinsche Zee 
vindt: Daarbeneven zommige Mineraalen, Gesteenten, en soorten 
van Aarde, die in d’Amboinsche, en zommige omliggende Eilanden 
gevonden worden. François Halma, Amsterdam 11 (opdragt) 
+ portrait + 6 (voorreden) + 11 (index) + 340 + [43] (blad-
wyzer) pp., pls 1–60. doi: 10.5962/bhl.title.70350

Manuscript submitted: 24 August 2026
Revised manuscript accepted: 20 September 2026
Editor: Robert Forsyth

https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.title.542
https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.title.542
https://linnean.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_378659af-03aa-4486-8a62-bee3c445c6c0/
https://linnean.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_378659af-03aa-4486-8a62-bee3c445c6c0/
https://linnean.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_378659af-03aa-4486-8a62-bee3c445c6c0/
https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.title.70350 

	 The type locality and the lectotype of Strombus lambis Linnaeus, 1758 (Caenogastropoda: Strombidae)
	Introduction
	Linnaeus’s Syntypes
	Type Locality
	Lectotype Designations
	Discussion and Conclusion
	Acknowledgements
	References


