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FIRST RECORDS OF ZONITOIDES ARBOREUS (SAY, 1817) FROM
THE CANARY ISLANDS

Zonitoides arboreus (Say, 1817) (Gastrodontidae) is
a widespread land snail species native to North
and Central America' and introduced to all other
continents except Antarctica®. In Europe it was first
recorded from greenhouses in Finland in 1901%**,
Czechia in 1909% Ireland in 1911% Germany in
1914°, Switzerland in 1917°, the Netherlands in
192778 Sweden in 1938°, Great Britain in 1946'°,
Denmark in 1966, Iceland in 1966", Hungary
in 1974'?, Slovakia in 1976', Poland in 1993%,
Austria in 1996" and France in 2004'°. The first
report of an outdoor colony in Europe was
from a park in Moscow close to greenhouses in
1907 — however, this population does not
exist anymore18. Since then, additional outdoor
populations have been reported from Czechia
in 1983", from Italy 2 Sweden?' and Germany
212 in the 1990’s, from Hungary® and Spain®
in 2001 and from Portugal® in 2013. In Israel, Z.
arboreus was already established in plantations
by 1970%. It was also recorded from Morocco in
1993%. From the Atlantic Islands outdoor colonies
of the species are known from Madeira”~®. From
the Azores a similar species has been described as
endemic Zonitoides azoricus (Riedel, 1964)*° how-
ever, there is controversy whether this is a syno-
nym of Z. arboreus™or a distinct species™'.

Among land snails collected by the late
Eberhard Clauss in Tenerife in 1991, which were
identified only recently, two samples of Zonitoides
arboreus were found. They are from the botanical
garden in Puerto de la Cruz and from the lawn
at Hotel Neptuno in Bajamar. These specimens
represent some of the oldest recorded outdoor
colonies in the western Palaearctic. It should be
investigated whether Z. arboreus has remained
restricted to synanthropic environments in
Tenerife or whether it has now invaded more
natural habitats as it does, e.g. in South Africa®. Tt
was not recorded during recent surveys of laurel
forests on Tenerife®.

I am grateful to Anna Holmes for the care-
ful linguistic revision of the manuscript and to
Frank Walther for help with literature.
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