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THE WORKS AND NEW NOMINAL MOLLUSCAN TAXA
INTRODUCED BY MALCOLM EDMUNDS (1938-2017)
WITH AN OBITUARY

It is with great sadness that I take on this role, but
with deep admiration for this kind man. I first
met Malcolm in 1986 at the Ninth International
Malacological Congress in Edinburgh but, as a
young student in awe of everyone around me,
I was fairly dumbstruck. Malcolm and I corre-
sponded over the intervening 30 years, not just
about sea slugs but all sorts of things. He was
sympathetic and interested in what I was doing,
and happily told me about things going on in his
life. I saw him again in October 2016, and he died
three months later, on 24 January 2017, of cancer.

Many colleagues have written to me of their
feelings and memories, and they are all so posi-
tive: happy collaborations for those who were
lucky enough to write papers with him, those
grateful for linguistic corrections when review-
ing in the “good ol” days” of paper, cheerful
days with Malcolm on field trips discussing
many aspects of nature, Malcolm’s kindness in
providing advice, assistance, and when making
corrections. My lasting impression is of his love
for his family. In the latter days, the majority of
his emails to Leila (Carmona, his last co—author)
and me always had “some beautiful words for
his family, especially for Janet.”

Malcolm Edmunds was born in Harlow Essex
into a Quaker family. Quakerism remained an
important strand in his many—faceted life. He
was educated at Harlow College and Leighton
Park School, Reading. In 1957 he went up to
Queen’s College Oxford to read Zoology. He
was introduced to sea slugs on a University field
course at the Scottish MBA station, Millport, Isle
of Cumbrae, just as I was! He was planning on
doing research, but did not know what to study;
being unsure if he would enjoy it, he decided
he wanted to work on attractive animals and
sea slugs “seemed right.” He began his DPhil
in 1960 on the defensive glands of aeolids. His
fieldwork was mainly centred at the MBA field
station in Plymouth, with six months in Jamaica
in 1961/62. He published a number of papers on
both British and Jamaican opisthobranchs, as they
were known then, during the 1960s. That year he
met Janet Holmes, a zoology undergraduate, and

they married in the icy January of 1963. On com-
pletion of his thesis, he gained a lectureship at the
University of Ghana, in Legon. Unfortunately,
the shore fauna in Ghana was poor and he relied
on a colleague who dived the offshore reefs, and
brought back encrusting growths which Malcolm
sorted in the laboratory. This large number of sea
slugs occupied him on and off for most of his life,
and in fact his last papers were published on the
Ghanaian aeolid fauna. From Ghana, the family
spent three months in Tanzania in 1967, where
he collected sea slugs, including some from the
pontoon where President Nyerere’s boat was
moored (with permission!). When the University
of Ghana’s boat was sunk and not repaired,
Malcolm turned his attention to the defences
of land arthropods, particularly praying man-
tids, polymorphic mimetic butterflies, and ant-
mimicking spiders.

After tenhappy yearsin Ghana the family, includ-
ing two daughters, decided it was time to return to
England. He obtained a year’s British Council fel-
lowship, which he took at Exeter University where
his erstwhile supervisor, Prof David Nichols, was
professor. During this time he finished writing a
book Defence in Animals which was published the
next year. In 1974 he became a Lecturer in Biology
at Preston Polytechnic, later University of Central
Lancashire, where he produced several papers on
nudibranchs. He was particularly interested in
the comparisons between the species from both
sides of the Atlantic. He and Hanne Just wrote
the text to accompany drawings of sea slugs by
Professor Henning Lemche, which was published
in 1985 as North Atlantic Nudibranchs (Mollusca)
seen by Henning Lemche. His fieldwork was mainly
on polymorphism, first in hawkmoth caterpil-
lars and then in hoverflies, but included a trip to
Malaysia to look at ant-mimicking spiders. On his
retirement in 2004, he was awarded an Emeritus
Professorship. He continued to chair the Ethics
Committee of the university, while still working
on hoverflies and writing up his studies on sea
slugs. In 2013 he moved to Otley in Yorkshire,
so he and Janet could be close their daughters in
Leeds. He then published his last few papers on
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Figure1 Malcolm Edmunds at WWT Martin Mere nature reserve, November 2013, photograph taken by Vinicius

Padula.

sea slugs, the final one with Leila Carmona which
appeared in print a few days before he died.

In addition to biology, he had many other inter-
ests and activities. Malcolm was prominent in the
Lancashire Wildlife Trust, becoming chairman
of the Conservation Committee and a Trust Vice
Chairman. He was co-author of a book entitled
Wildlife in Lancashire: exploring the natural history of
Lancashire, Manchester and North Merseyside pub-
lished by the Trust in 2007, a comprehensive and
well-illustrated guide to the wildlife of the region
for all natural history lovers, both amateurs and
experts. He enjoyed walking, travelling, exploring,
and photographing wildlife, particularly insects,
flowers, and he loved growing alpine plants.
During 2016 he published Our Wonderful World,
a collection of short articles in which he explored
animal behaviour and other features of the natural
world and drew ethical lessons from them.

Devoted to his family, which includes two
grandsons, he was also active and valued among
the Lancashire Quakers. He achieved much in
his life, but was unassuming and always treated

others with respect, consideration, and kindness.

He was admired and greatly liked by those who

knew him and will be profoundly missed by his

many friends, colleagues, and most of all by his

family. He was, and will continue to be, an inspi-
ration to all of us.

Nathalie Yonow

n.yonow@swansea.ac.uk

Swansea University

Bibliography & nominal taxa prepared by
Malcolm and Janet Edmunds, P. Graham Oliver,
and Nathalie Yonow.
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Phyllaplysia edmundsi Bebbington, 1974 in
Bebbington A 1974 Aplysiid species from
East Africa with notes on the Indian Ocean
Aplysiomorpha (Gastropoda: Opisthobranchia).
Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society 54(1): 63-99.
Cyerce edmundsi Thompson, 1977 in Thompson
TE 1977 Jamaican opisthobranch molluscs I
Journal of Molluscan Studies 43: 93-140, pls. 1-3.



Felimida (as Glossidoris) edmundsi (Cervera,
Garcia—Gomez & Ortea, 1989) in Cervera ]L,
Garcia—Gomez ] C & Ortea | 1989 On two rare
chromodorid nudibranchs (Opisthobranchia:
Chromodorididae) from the Eastern Atlantic, with
the description of a new species of Glossodoris.
Journal of Molluscan Studies 55(4): 445-453.
Edmundsina Ortea, 2013 in Ortea ] 2013
Descripcién de unnuevo runcinaceo (Gastropoda:
Opisthobranchia) de las costas de Ghana, Africa
occidental. Revista de la Academia Canaria de
Ciencias 25: 9-14.

Dolabrifera edmundsi Valdés et al. 2017 in Valdés
A, Breslau E, Padula V, Schrédl M, Camacho Y,
Malaquias MAE, Alexander ], Bottomley M, Vital
XG, HookerY & Gosliner TM 2018 [nomenclatural
availability 2017]). Molecular and morphological
systematics of Dolabrifera Gray, 1847 (Mollusca:
Gastropoda: Heterobranchia: Aplysiomorpha).
Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society 184(1):
31-65.

Edmundsella Korshunova et al, 2017 in
Korshunova T, Martynov A, Bakken T, Evertsen
J, Fletcher K, Mudianta W, Saito H, Lundin K,
Schrodl M & Picton B 2017. Polyphyly of the tra-
ditional family Flabellinidae affects a major group
of Nudibranchia: aeolidacean taxonomic reas-
sessment with descriptions of several new fami-
lies, genera, and species (Mollusca, Gastropoda).
ZooKeys 717: 1-139.

Haminoea edmundsi Yonow & Jensen, 2018
in Yonow N & Jensen KR 2018 Results of the
Rumphius Biohistorical Expedition to Ambon
(1990). Part 17. The Cephalaspidea, Anaspidea,
Pleurobranchia, and Sacoglossa (Mollusca:
Gastropoda:  Heterobranchia).  Archiv  fiir
Molluskenkunde 147(1): 1-48.
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gastropod from the West Atlantic. Journal of the
Linnean Society, Zoology 44: 731-739.

EpMUNDS M 1964 Eolid Mollusca from Jamaica, with
descriptions of two new genera and three new spe-
cies. Bulletin of marine Science 14: 1-32.
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EpMUNDs M 2015a Opisthobranchiate Mollusca from
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EpmMunDs M 2015b Opisthobranchiate Mollusca from
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EbMUNDS M 2015¢  Opisthobranchiate Mollusca
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New NomMiNAL Taxa, MOLLUSCA

africana, Herviella Edmunds, 1970: 41-42, Figs. 19A-
G, 20A. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 196943W.
Oysterbay, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

africana, Noumeaella Edmunds, 1970: 4345, Figs. 20B,
21A-F. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 196945W.
President’s jetty, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

africana, Okenin Edmunds, 2009a: 42-46, Figs 1C,
D, 4A-E. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 20090218.
Teshie, Ghana.



africana, Trapania Edmunds, 2009a: 50, Figs 2E, 6A-C.
Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 20070667. Kpone Bay,
Ghana.

albolineata, Doriopsilla Edmunds, 1968b: 93-95, Fig.
9A-D. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 19678. Tema
harbour, Ghana.

atlantica, Kabeiro Edmunds & Carmona, 2017:
350-351, Figs 6B, 7. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no.
20169434. 10m Reef (Tema or Accra), Ghana.

barbadiana, Cuthona Edmunds & Just, 1983: 192,
Figs 3E, 4D-F. Holotype in Zoological Museum,
Copenhagen. Outside the Bellairs Research Institute,
St James, Barbados.

boma, Trinchesia Edmunds 1970: 25-26, Figs 7A-F, 8B.
Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 196931. W. President’s
jetty, Dar es Salaam harbour and Oysterbay, Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania

brunnea, Godiva Edmunds, 2015c: 152-155, Figs 16A-
B, 17A-1. Holotype Reg. no. NHMUK 20150389.
41m in Tema Bay, Ghana.

caribbea, Berthelinia Edmunds, 1963: 731-737, Figs 1-5.
Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no, 1962261W. Mangrove
beds near Port Royal, Jamaica.

crocea, Rostanga Edmunds, 2011: 645-647, Figs 9F
12A-F. Holotype NHMUK Reg. no. 20110407. 10m
Reef Kpone Bay, Ghana.

digitata, Teshin Edmunds, 1966b: 69-72: Figs 1-10.
Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no, 1965421W. Teshie,
near Accra, Ghana. [accepted as Okenia digitata
(Edmunds, 1966)].

dubia, Cadlina Edmunds, 1981a: 182-183, Figs 3A-F.
Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 198062. 10m off Tema,
Ghana.

evelinae, Flabellina Edmunds, 1989: 154155, Fig 1A-1.
Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 1985161. Borokiri,
Port Harcourt, Nigeria, 04°45'N 07°03’E.

evelinae, Learchis Edmunds & Just, 1983: 195-197, Figs
5A, 7A-D, 8D. Holotype in Zoological Museum,
Copenhagen. Reef flat outside the Bellairs Research
Institute, St James, Barbados.

garciagomezi, Pleurobranchus Cervera, Cattaneo—Vietti
& Edmunds, 1996: 150-154, Figs 1-3, pl. 1. Holotype
in Museo Nacional de Ciencias Naturales, Madrid
(MNCN), catalogue number 15.05/15840. Albacora
Bay, Ilha do Sal, Cape Verde Islands (16°45'N;
23°00'W), [accepted as Pleurobranchus reticulatus
Rang, 1832].

ghana, Cuthona Edmunds, 2016a: 30-32, Figs 4A, B,
5A-H. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 20150542.
Tema Harbour, Ghana.

ghanensis, Berghia Edmunds, 2015: 10-11, Figs 2A-C.
Holotype NHMUK Reg. no. 20150029. Under stone
low tide, west Tema, Ghana.

ghanensis, Discodoris Edmunds, 2011: 621-624, Figs
1G, 3A-1. Holotype NHMUK Reg. no. 20110389.
East Tema rocks, Ghana.

ghanensis, Favorinus Edmunds, 1968b: 95-99, Fig.
10A-E, 11A-D, 12. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no.
19679. Tema Harbour, Ghana.

ghanensis, Glossodoris Edmunds, 1968b: 88-89,
Fig. 4D-F 5A. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no.
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19676. Nyanyanu, ca. 15 miles west of Accra,
Ghana. [accepted as Felimida ghanensis (Edmunds,
1968)].

ghanensis, Jorunna Edmunds, 2011: 638-642, Figs 9B,
10A-I. Holotype NHMUK Reg. no. 20110403. Tema
Harbour, Ghana.

ghanensis, Marionia Edmunds & Carmona, 2017:
344-345, Figs 3, 4A-G. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg.
no. 20160426. 30m off Labadi, Ghana.

ghanensis, Okenia Edmunds, 2009a: 42-46, Figs 1C,D,
4A-E. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 20090218.
Teshie, Ghana.

glandulosa, Jorunna Edmunds, 2011: 635-638, Figs
8G,H, 9. Holotype NHMUK Reg. no. 20110401.
27m, Tema Bay, Ghana.

gonja, Piseinotecus Edmunds 1970: 35-36, Figs16B,
15A-E. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 196939W.
Custom’s jetty, Dar es Salaam harbour and
Oysterbay, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

iris, Cuthona Edmunds & Just, 1983: 189-192, Figs
3C, 4A-C, 5B. Holotype in Zoological Museum,
Copenhagen. Reef-flat outside the Bellairs Research
Institute, St James, Barbados.

irvingi, Bornellan Edmunds & Preece, 1996: 417-419,
Figs 5A-C, 6. Holotype UMCZ I 22000a. Dulcie
Atoll, Pitcairn Islands.

kanga, Trinchesin Edmunds 1970: 20-23, Figs 4A-F,
5A. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 196929W. Ladder
Cove, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

kima, Piseinotecus Edmunds 1970: 36-39, Figsl6A,
17A-F. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 196941W.
Ladder Cove, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

kinoi, Janolus Edmunds & Carmona, 2017: 353-354,
Figs 6D, 9A-C. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no.
20160441. 10m Reef (Tema or Accra), Ghana.

kpone, Chromodoris Edmunds, 1981a: 185-187, Figs
5-D. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 198061. Low
tide near Tema, Ghana. [accepted as Felimida kpone
(Edmunds, 1981)].

kpone, Doris Edmunds, 2013: 345-347, Figs 1B-D,
2A-G. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 20120307.
Kpone Bay, Ghana.

kpone, Cuthona Edmunds, 2016a: 27-29, Figs 1D, E,
3A-E, J-L. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 20150537.
10m Reef, Kpone Bay, Ghana.

minipapilla, Piseinotecus Edmunds, 2015b: 113-114,
Figs 5A-1, 6B. Holotype NHMUK Reg. no. 20150403.
10m Reef, Kpone Bay, Ghana.

minuta, Doris Edmunds, 2013: 349-350, Figs 1E-G,
4A-F. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 20120313.
Tema Bay, Ghana.

momella Trinchesia Edmunds 1970: 29-32, Figs11A-F,
12. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 196935W.
Oysterbay, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

nyanyana, Chelidonura Edmunds, 1968b: 83-85,
Fig. 1A-B. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no.
19673. Nyanyanu, ca. 15 miles west of Accra
[accepted as Navanax orbignyanus (Rochebrune,
1881)].

Palisa Edmunds, 1964: 12. Type species Palisa papillata
Edmunds, 1964.
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papillata, Palisa Edmunds, 1964: 13-16, Figs 8A-E,
9A-C,10A. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 1963116 W.
Port Royal, Jamaica.

Piseinotecidae Edmunds, 1970: 39. Type species:
Piseinotecus divae Er. Marcus, 1955.

poplei, Thordisa Edmunds, 2011: 624-626, Figs 1E,F,
4A-D. Holotype NHMUK Reg. no. 20110398. Kpone
Bay, Ghana.

rubra, Selva Edmunds, 1964: 8-12, Figs 5B, 6A-D,
7A-C. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 1963115W.
Mangroves at Port Royal, Jamaica.

rubrata, Trinchesin Edmunds 1970: 28-29, Figs8B,
10A-F. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 196933W.
Custom’s jetty, Dar es Salaam.

rubrocerata, Eubranchus Edmunds, 2015b: 116-118,
Figs 6C-D, 7A-D. Holotype Reg. no. NHMUK
20150379. 10m Reef, Kpone Bay, Ghana.

rubrolineata, Godiva Edmunds, 1964: 23-27, Figs
14A, 15A-D, 16A-C. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no.
1963117W. Port Royal, Jamaica.

rubromaxilla, Flabellina Edmunds, 2015b: 106-108,
Figs 1A-B, 2A-E. Holotype NHMUK Reg. no.
20150405. 10m Reef, Kpone, Ghana. [accepted as
Paraflabellina rubromaxilla (Edmunds, 2015)].

rubropunctatus, Eubranchus Edmunds, 1969: 455-458,
Figs 4A-F, 5A, 7E. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no.
196847. Oysterbay, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

Selva Edmunds, 1964: 7. Type species Selva rubra
Edmunds, 1964.

simba, Cratena Edmunds, 1970: 50-52, Figs 23B, 24A-F.
Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 196948W. Oysterbay,
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

taita, Trinchesin Edmunds, 1970: 18-20, Figs 2B, 3A-F.
Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 196928W. Oysterbay,
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

tanzanensis, Eubranchus Edmunds, 1969: 452-454,
Figs 1A-F 2A, 7B, D. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no.
196845. Ladder Cove, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

tema, Catriona Edmunds, 1968a: 203-208, Figs 1A-C,
Figs 2A-E, 3A. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no.
1966466 (sectioned). Teshie, between Accra and
Tema, Ghana.

tema, Cratena Edmunds, 2015c: 145-149, Figs 10E,
13A-1. Holotype Reg. no. NHMUK 20150378. 27m,
Tema Bay, Ghana.

tema, Discodoris Edmunds, 1968b Edmunds, 1968:
89-93, Fig. 6A-C, 7, 8. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg.
no. 19677. 1 mile east of Tema, Ghana. [accepted as
Geitodoris tema (Edmunds, 1968)].

tema, Hypselodoris Edmunds, 198la: 189-192, Figs
7A-F, 8. Holotype B.M.(N.H.) Reg. no. 198060. 46m
southwest of Tema, Ghana [accepted as Felimare
tema (Edmunds, 1981)].

temarensis, Peltodoris Edmunds, 2011: 618-621, Figs
1A,B, 2A-M. Holotype NHMUK Reg. no. 20110390.
East Tema rocks, Ghana.

Teshia Edmunds, 1966b: 69. Type species Teshia digitata
Edmunds, 1966 [accepted as Okenia Menke, 1830].



