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ON THE SPELLING OF SOME DEDICATION NAMES 
INTRODUCED BY STROBEL FOR SOUTH ALPINE TERRESTRIAL 

SNAILS (COCHLOSTOMA, CHARPENTIERIA, NEOSTYRIACA)

Strobel (1850) dedicated two names of south 
alpine terrestrial snails to Balsamo and Porro and 
was also the first who published a name dedi-
cated to him by Porro. In contrast to the usual 
practice to form dedication names in the geni-
tive case by adding -i or -ae to the stem of the 
name, he used the names of the honoured per-
sons as nouns in apposition, resulting in Pomatias 
Porro, Clausilia Balsamo, and Clausilia Strobel. 
Using personal names as nouns in apposition is 
a valid, though unrecommended way to form 
species-group names according to the current 
International Code of Zoological Nomenclature 
(1999: Art. 31.1. ICZN, but see Recommendation 

31A). However, the Code did not exist at the time 
of Strobel. Pfeiffer (1852, 1853) considered it nec-
essary to correct Pomatias Porro to Pomatias Porroi, 
Clausilia Balsamo to Clausilia Balsamoi and Clausilia 
Strobel to Clausilia Strobeli. Following the Code, 
Pomatias Porroi has to be considered an emenda-
tion, because Pfeiffer (1852) cited the original 
spelling Pomatias Porro and adopted Pomatias 
Porroi in place of the former (Art. 33.2.1 ICZN). 
Clausilia Balsamoi and Clausilia Strobeli have to 
be considered emendations, too, because Pfeiffer 
(1853) treated the two names in the same work 
in a similar way (Art. 33.2.1 ICZN; moreover, he 
cited the original spelling Clausilia Balsamo and 

Table 1  Citations of variants of Strobel´s dedication names

  
 

References 
 

Number of references  
(in brackets: number of 

references in the past 50 years)

porro Strobel (1850), Kobelt (1902) 2(0)
porroi Pfeiffer (1852), Adams & Adams (1856), Saint-Simon (1869), 

Villa & Villa (1871), Adami (1876), Kobelt (1881, 1897, 1898), 
Pini (1884), Westerlund (1885), Wagner (1887), Riezler (1929), 
Alzona (1971), Kofler & Kollmann (1975), Bank (1985, 1988), 
Frank (1986), Maassen (1987), Bodon et al. (1995), Eikenboom 
(1996), Nardi & Bodon (2011)

21(9)

balsamo Strobel (1850), Nordsieck (1993, 2007), Cossignani & 
Cossignani (1995), Nardi (2011)

5(4)

balsamoi Pfeiffer (1853, 1878–1881), Schmidt (1868), Villa & Villa 
(1871) Pini (1876, 1883), Boettger (1877, 1878), Kobelt (1881, 
1897), Westerlund (1884, 1901), Gredler (1885, 1891), Clessin 
(1887–1890), Wagner (1925), Käufel (1928), Riezler (1929), 
Nordsieck (1963a,b), Alzona (1971), Kofler & Kollmann (1975), 
Manganelli et al. (1995), Eikenboom (1996), Nardi & Bodon 
(2011),

25(7)

strobel Strobel (1850), Nordsieck (1993a, 2007), Cossignani & 
Cossignani (1995), Turner et al. (1998), Falkner et al. (2001), 
Hausser (2005), Boschi (2011), Nardi (2011) 

9(8)

strobeli 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pfeiffer (1853, 1878–1881), Schmidt (1857), Stabile (1859), 
Villa & Villa (1871), Pini (1876), Boettger (1877, 1878), Kobelt 
(1881, 1897), Westerlund (1884, 1901), Clessin (1887–1890), 
Stoll (1899), Eder (1914), Wagner (1920), Käufel (1928), Riezler 
(1929), Mermod (1930), Forcart (1947, 1959), Jaeckel (1962), 
Nordsieck (1963a, 1966, 1979), Klemm (1969, 1974), Alzona 
(1971), Kofler & Kollmann (1975), Kerney & Cameron (1979), 
Kerney et al. (1983), Groh (1990), Manganelli et al. (1995), 
Eikenboom (1996), Girod (2004), Nardi & Bodon (2011)

36(17) 
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adopted Clausilia Balsamoi in place of the former). 
More precisely, Pomatias Porroi, Clausilia Balsamoi 
and Clausilia Strobeli would have to be considered 
unjustified emendations under the provisions of 
former editions of the Code, because the origi-
nal spellings were not incorrect (Art. 32 ICZN). 
As unjustified emendations these names would 
be available with their own author and date and 
would have to be considered junior objective 
synonyms of Pomatias porro, Clausilia balsamo and 
Clausilia strobel, respectively (ICZN, 1999: Art. 
33.2.3). This has been recognized by Nordsieck 
(1993) who concluded that the original spellings 
of the names have to be used. However, other 
authors like Bodon et al. (1995) and Manganelli  
et al. (1995) in the checklist of the Italian fauna 
continued to use the emended names, because 
they were almost universally used for nearly 
150 years. Among others, they were used in the 
most recent revisions of the respective groups, 
of Cochlostoma (Bank, 1988) and of Charpentieria 

(Nordsieck, 1963b) of the southern Alps, and 
of the genus Neostyriaca (Klemm, 1969). A non-
exhaustive survey of the usage of Strobel´s names 
(Table 1) demonstrated that the emended names 
were in prevailing usage regardless of whether 
the whole period or only the past fifty years are 
considered. The situation began to change only 
after 1993 when Nordsieck (1993) suggested using 
the original spellings. Thus, the application of the 
rules of the Code did not promote its main aims, 
the stability and universality of nomenclature, in 
these cases. Obviously, this was also true in other 
such cases, so that a new rule has been added in 
the fourth edition of the Code effective from 2000 
specifying “when an unjustified emendation is in 
prevailing usage and is attributed to the original 
author and date it is deemed to be a justified 
emendation” (ICZN, 1999: Art. 33.2.3.1). Because 
most information about the considered species is 
still contained only in older papers that use the 
emended spellings, these papers remain relevant 
for anybody interested in these taxa and have to 
be considered when determining what “prevail-
ing usage” is. Thus, the taxa have to be named 
Cochlostoma porroi (Strobel 1850), Charpentieria 
itala balsamoi (Strobel 1850) and Neostyriaca stro-
beli (Strobel 1850) following Art. 33.2.3.1 ICZN. 

The aim of this note is to regain universally used 
spellings for the discussed names and to promote 
their stability in the sense of the Code. An earlier 
version of this note has been circulated among 

several colleagues involved in the discussed 
cases. Ruud Bank, Philippe Bouchet, Folco Giusti, 
Giuseppe Manganelli and Hartmut Nordsieck 
supported the usage of the emended spellings, 
whereas Francisco Welter-Schultes argued for the 
usage of the original spellings. I thank all of them 
for their contributions to the discussion.
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